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Japanese production of superphospa:tes, hich consumed «bout 87 per- 
cent of the imports of nhosphate rock during the 5-year neriod 1933-37, 
increased from 870,000 metric tons valued at 26 million yen in 1931 to 
1,562,000 metric tons vr.lued nt 59 mil’ion yen in 1937. n 1938 the°* 
producticn declined in quantity to 1,258,900 metric tons, but incrensed 
in value to 62 million yen. Alchourh there was a considerable ineretse 
in exports of superphosphates (amounting to roughly 90,000 metric tons 4 
year) during the 5 years 1933-37 compured to the previous 5 yeurs, pro- 
duction for the Japanese aomestic marxet increased abcut one-third durin, 
these same periods. 


Production of superphosphates reportedly was carried on in 15 prefec- 
tures during 1938. The prefectures of Toxyo, with 4 production of 259,.0 
tons, Hyogo, with 253,000 tons, ond Osuka, with £05,000 tons, accounted scr 
about 57 percent of the total production. There were 37 factories prco“uc- 
ing superphosphates during 1938. Approximately 55 percent of the super- 
phosphate production is consumed as such and the balance of 45 nercent is 
consumed in-mixed fertiiizers. The amount of double or. triple superpho - 
phate produced is not known, but it is probably between 1 und 2 percent 
of total production of superphcsphntes. 


Production in Japan of phosphorus, wsich consumed only 1 percent of 
phosphate rock imports during the 5 years 1932-37, increased from 426 
metric tons valued ut 424,000 yen in 1930 to 1,622 metric tons velucd 
L.38 million yen in 193€. Japanese pnosphorus production declined after 
1936 to 1,454 metric tons in 1937 and to 1,139 metric tons in 1938. 
Apparently most of the Japanese production of phosphorus was consumed in 
the manufacture of matches. The oxtensive use of phosphorus as a mili- 
tary ugent has not been reported. 


About 12 percent of Jupanese imports of phosphete rock during 1932-57, 
between 195,000 to 120,000 metric tons, wore consumed in the manufaccure 
products other thun superphosphates und phospnorus. 


Import statistics of phosphate rock contuined in the official lfont wy 
4nd Annual Returns of Foreign Trade of Japan ure somevhat lover than s52. 
ained from the’ Phosphute hoc«x Ex.ort Association. Japanese official 
{ ‘> statistics showed an average of 86,365 matric tons, valued at 2.1 
illion yen, from thé Mananted Islands during the 5-year period 1933-37 
compured to 92,716 metric tons from the Association's figures for the 
same yeirs (see table 4). Imports of phosphate rock into Japan from tor- 
iym sources as given in official trade returns averaged 514,823 metric 
tons ennually, valued at 11,15 million yen, during the PHRi«shttp:/AvwAbtedal,tools.org/doc/04bf9d, 
ind 779,208 metric tons, valued at 2] million yen annually, in the 5-ye 
period 1933-37, us compared to the Phosphate Association's statistics or 
55lg591 und 835,445 metric tons respectively during the same periods. 
The Btatistics of the Phosphate Rock Export Agsociation are probably more 
reliable than the official Jupanese returns. The three principal ‘oreimn 
sources in the decade preceding tne present war were the United States, 
Egypt, and the Straits Settienents (see table 5). 
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In January 1959, it wns reported that a Phospha.e Rock Distribution 
1 Company would be formed, which would have mo .opolistic control 
sphote rock imports ond wouid control the di: tribution to the 
yacnuffeturers of superphospii.te and of other products from phos- 
The purpose of this compony wis lo ensur? smooth distributio 
Mir priess for phosphate rock. Subsequent information concerning 
feompany iS not svailable. Actually the Jcp:nese Departaent of Finoi.ce 
Lied imports’ of phosphate roci: by the insucnce of excninge import 
es. ' 


Prior toventering the war, Japon controlled sources oi’ production of 
sphate roe in Asia and the Pucific Islanus, which rere cspuble of pro- 
ducing 490, 50,000 metric tons of ore :ununily. dvring 1942 the 
Japanese Tedithe tieti.erlands Ifdies, with ~ yeurly phosphate rock 
pacity of 30,000-50,G00 inet tong, “nd Christi Island, 
p Capacity of about 25.,000.tons. This capacity and the pro- 
heh Indoghiins of about 35,000 tonp samnuxl}y, Chinese production 
Vince ot frocut &,!k0-10,000 tone, snd depésits in Koren, 
Manchurian iof unknown size incrensead supplies of phosplicte rock 
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pr hd << Big giant and the various phosphntes. Ali of this 
J. phosghate Ore wiil anve to be iaperted by Japan, unless, *hich is unlikely, 
4 nllo to retcin tne phosphate-productrg islunds of Kit: Daito Jims 
a Lvochoos Gr Locchoo islands. 
’ a 
if Gnpan is Allowed to export superphospnater, matches, «na other 
hosphn "Besauets ir pre-vrr quantities, total of «pproximutely 1 mill 
tons of Sea rock will anve to be permitted to be imported. also, 
if the Jepaunese merchant marine is destroyed or confiscated or other iction 
taken, so $§hat pre-w.r quantities =! finch scrnp anc other wnste phoss. iti 
meéterinls, which formerly supplied cbout 36 percent of *he phcevhomis- 
cont-ining fertilizers consumed in Jrpon, cre not aviilsble, sdditionrl 
quantities of phopphate rock wili reed to be imported to supply tnis de- 
ficiency. Because the amounts of phosphrte rock used in mekin.: products 
other tnan fertilizers is, relntively, so sinil, it would be impriectiesl 
to control the wses made of phosphate rock within Jupan fer such purvoses 
by controlling imports. 
' 
The Jopanese superphosphate industry ic tie second lurgest consumer of 
ic acid in that country, the crsonium sulfate fertilicer producers 
tet é first. Production of superphosphute in Japan requires roughly 
1 ton"of 50° Same sulfuric per ton of phosphite rock. Thus consum tion 
of sulfuric acid of 50° Baume strength over: géd G00 000,050 ,000 netric tons 
during the 5 yeare 1/28-32 and 650,900-9700,000 metric tong during the 
period 1933-37. During the latter 5-yexr period production of superjhos- 
phuteé uged nbout 30 percent of the tcotul Japanese output of sulfuric 
acid. Any reduction in tie suliurie acid productior. eupneity in Japan 
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